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Langford Park Hockey Guiding Principles 
 
 
I. Mission 

The mission of Langford Park Hockey is twofold: 

A. To comply with the broader mission of the St. Anthony Park Booster Club, the governing body 
for Langford Park Hockey; and 

B. To promote and perpetuate the game of hockey for youth in the St. Anthony Park neighborhood 
of St. Paul.  

Additionally, Langford Park Hockey welcomes and encourages participation in Langford Park 
Hockey programs by youth residing outside of these defined boundaries and in the areas proscribed 
by its affiliation with Minnesota Hockey.  

 
II. Vision 

Langford Park Hockey provides a unique approach to learning and playing the game of hockey that 
will create an opportunity for growth in every participant’s confidence, creativity, character and 
leadership.  We strive to provide a fun and positive experience that will lead to a life-long 
involvement with and love for the game.  

 
III. Program Principles 

Langford Park Hockey will achieve its vision by observing the following principles: 

A. Everybody Welcome. Langford Park Hockey will place all aspiring players on a team regardless 
of skill level or experience. In the event that team rosters are full and no option exists to create 
additional teams to accommodate all players, Langford Park Hockey will work with other area 
hockey associations to find a spot for the aspiring player(s). 

B. Everybody Plays. Playing time will be distributed equitably in all games and game situations, 
including penalty kills, power plays and end-of-game situations. While it is impossible to ensure 
that all playing minutes are equally distributed among all players in any given game, there will 
be no purposeful awarding one player more or fewer shifts in order to influence the outcome of 
a game.  

C. No Tryouts. Langford Park Hockey is committed to youth being able to play with their friends 
or grade-level peers. No tryouts, drafts, player evaluations or coach assessments will be used to 
form teams.  

If the need arises for a second or third team at the Mite, Squirt, PeeWee or Bantam level, they 
will be formed according to the Team Formation Guidelines that follow, and submitted to St. 
Anthony Park Booster Club Hockey Committee for approval. 

D. Respect. For teammates, for the opponent, for the officials and for others in the Langford Park 
Hockey program. Respect means helping/mentoring/encouraging your teammates, regardless of 
skill level, congratulating your opponent for a game well played and accepting all official’s 
calls without complaint. Trash-talking of any sort will not be tolerated. Players will be treated 
with respect by their coaches. Coaches will mentor players through positive reinforcement and 
constructive teaching. Coach and parent behavior influences player behavior. Coaches 
and parents will be respectful of opposing players, officials, other parents and coaches. 

E. Practice. Practice provides a place to learn and develop new skills. We will make every effort to 
limit the number of weekly practices and games, but recognize that skaters will miss some 
practices or games. Coaches should be notified in advance on those occasions to ensure that 
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they are able to adjust their plans for games and practices. Every effort will be made to avoid 
scheduling games and/or practices that start before 8:00 AM  or after 8:00 PM on school nights.   

F. Outdoor Ice. Langford Park Hockey has a rich tradition of using and maintaining (thanks to it’s 
participating families!) the outdoor rinks at Langford Park. Outdoor ice helps keep the program 
more affordable, and Langford Park Hockey believes it aids skills development and enjoyment. 
From mid-December through mid-February, the rinks at Langford Park will be the primary 
location for team practices at all Play Levels. The purchase and use of indoor ice will be 
primarily for early and late season practices and games and scrimmages. 

G. Pond Hockey. Creativity comes from having fun and experimenting. Creativity leads to 
increased/improved skill. Langford Park Hockey limits the number of structured practices so 
that in addition to school work, family obligations, other extra-curricular obligations, kids have 
time to go play hockey with their friends (all the better if that play is pick-up hockey). We 
recognize that hockey is just one component of a player’s life. The goal is to get kids to play 
hockey just for the fun of it.  

H. Competition. Playing with and against other skilled players presents a challenge and 
opportunity for Langford Park Hockey players to grow in their mastery and skill development. 
Competition will be gained through participation in Minnesota Hockey leagues and 
tournaments.  

A. Affordability. Every effort will be made to keep Langford Park Hockey fees low and affordable 
so that families of all income levels can afford to have their children participate. 

 
IV. Team Formation Guidelines 

Langford Park Hockey does not conduct tryouts or formal/informal player evaluations when forming 
teams. This is a hallmark of our program and one that distinguishes Langford Park Hockey from 
other hockey associations. 
This philosophy can best be summed up as, “Play together, stay together.” In situations where 
multiple teams may need to be formed at the Mite, Squirt, Peewee or Bantam levels, this will be 
accomplished by observing the following team formation guidelines: 

A. Grade level: 2nd graders together, 3rd graders together, 4th graders together, etc.  

B. Years of play at a given level:  Example: first-year players would be grouped with first-year 
players, and second-year players would be with second-year players. A third-year player not 
required by Minnesota Hockey to move up to the next level of play will be treated as a second-
year player. 

C. Sibling relationships: When two skaters from the same family play at the same level (e.g., first- 
and second-year squirts), Langford Park Hockey will do its best to place those children on the 
same team. 

Langford Park Hockey believes these guidelines provide the most equitable way to respect existing 
player friendships and relationships when forming teams. 

If these guidelines do not result in a team having an adequate number of players to field a team, 
Langford Park Hockey will solicit parents about their willingness to have their child play on the 
other team.  

V. Play-Up Requests 
Langford Park Hockey believes it is generally in the best interest of youth to play at the Minnesota 
Hockey levels determined by their birth date. Exceptions will be considered in the following cases: 

A. A third-year Mite who is in the third-grade will be permitted to play up as a Squirt if roster 
space and team size allows. 
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B. A third-year Squirt who is in the fifth- or sixth-grade will be permitted to play up as a Peewee if 
roster space and team size allows. 

C. A third-year Peewee who is in the seventh- or eighth-grade will be permitted to play up as a 
Bantam if roster space and team size allows. Physical readiness may also be considered in this 
situation given that body checking is introduced at the Bantam level. 

D. Play-up requests will also be considered on those occasions when there are an insufficient 
number of players to form a team at a given level of play.  

 

VI. Skill Level 
Minnesota Hockey restricts Langford Park Hockey to C Level Hockey at each Play Level it 
participates. In the event that permission is granted for Langford Park Hockey to field higher Skill 
Level teams (e.g.,  A or B Level), the No Tryouts rules will apply in forming those teams. This could 
mean that at any given Play Level, one team could be C Level and one team could be a higher Skill 
Level. This may result in a 2nd Year team playing at a higher level than a 1st Year team.  

The final composition of teams will be suggested by coaches following the guidelines specified 
above and submitted to St. Anthony Park Booster Club Hockey Committee for approval. 

In no instances will teams be formed based on a formal or informal evaluation of individual players’ 
skills.  

Langford Park Hockey recognizes that the team formation criteria may result in teams of younger or 
less-experienced players that lose more games than they win. However, the established philosophy of 
Langford Park Hockey is that playing with friends is more important than trying to craft teams to 
lose fewer games or win more.  

 


